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NO RELEASE BEFORE DELIVERY 
SAN DIEGO, Calif,--Life is composed of points of departure, from which we eithe: 
step forward to achieve or hesitate and miss our opportunities. Connnencement is 
one such point of departure. For you graduates it brings the reality of life 
outside the comparative shelter of the campus, outside the direction of tutors, 
lecturers, teachers, to a life where you have to make your own major decisions, 
and assess your own capabilities. 
You will probably find that important decisions concerning your future are 
often difficult to make on your own, A respected adviser of mine recently told 
me that one should always strive to move onward in professional development. 
When opportunities arise you may wonder if you are really ready. Are you suf-
ficiently prepared? His advice to me was that if you have some nagging doubts, 
then the time is probably right. If you wait until you have convinced yourself 
that you are ready, then you have probably waited too long and might have missed 
your chance. 
Don't use such a criterion as an excuse for insufficient preparation, but on 
the other hand don't be too critical of your own capabilities when making important 
decisions concerning your life and points of departure, 
I suppose the most important point of departure in my life happened 68 hours, 
58 minutes and 6 seconds after .pollo 8 had left Cape Kennedy last December, It 
was at that second that our spacecraft vanished behind the moon's edge, and we 
were out of touch with earth. Our signals vanished from the intricate communi-
cations equipment across the world and centered on Mission Control. Man, for the 
first time, was completely outside the earth's influence and control. 
Mission control in Houston had just called across space: 11Safe journey you 
guys. 11 And I answered for the crew "Thanks a lot, troops. We'll see you on the 
other side, 11 
For 35 minutes we remained 11 lost 11 to the world, going into orbit 70 miles 
above the moon. And we came around the other side of the moon, man's "leap into 
the unknown" accomplished. 
But of course it was not a leap into the unknown, It was a carefully planned, 
minutely calculated step, as is every single second of space flight. We were 
riding in a spacecraft around the moon within a mile of our prescribed position 
and within a second of our prescribed timing. These things do not happen by 
chance, only by hard work and the steady application of knowledge and technology for 
which this nation has become famous. (MORE) 
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We--Frank Borman, Jim Lovell and me--we are products of the American 
educational system, like you. We had to apply our knowledge 240,000 miles away, 
as we flew around the moon. We applied it in our years of training before the 
flight, as in every second of the flight itself. This application paid off for us 
as it will for you. 
The whole achievement of space flight, as exempli f ied by the success of the 
space program, is a tribute to knowledge from the campuses of United States 
centers of higher education. 
Yet today, as we look around the campus scene, there is the tragedy and torture 
of unrest, disturbance and destruction. 
Famous campuses have become storm centers. From space we could clearly see 
etched on the face of the nation nature's own storm centers. The swirling, threat-
ening cloud of nature's havoc has aspects of awesome beauty when seen from 
thousands of miles away. But the storm of anger and hate engendered by the 
destroyers of our campuses has no beauty, no redeeming feature, seen from a dis-
tance or close-up. 
Man, we have proved, can navigate by the stars, as we navigated to the moon, 
with split second accuracy. But are we seeing, by the discordant notes on earth 
itself, that some men have lost their personal sense of direction, their 
navigational aids for earthbound life? 
What are man's aids in his progress through the tenuous paths of life? What 
are his fixes for navigation? 
Surely they are, as ever they were, the three guiding stars of faith, hope, 
and charity. 
Man must have faith in himself, in his fellow men and, most of all in God. 
There is not one of you graduating today who can take one single step in life 
without faith, at least in yourself, and in your own ability. And you must have 
faith in your fellow human beings, because without it you can never start on the 
road of life which demands the teamwork of faith in people. NASA space flights 
dep·end on teamwork, on faith in our fellow workers, from the aerospace workers 
here in San Diego who build parts of our spacecraft, to the radio technicians 
in isolated lands who monitor our craft and maintain the cotmnunications links 
during our flight. 
So, even if at times you may wonder whether you are justified in having faith 
in men, keep at it. And as for your faith in God, you have only to go out to see 
our small beautiful planet against the black backdrop of space as I have, to 
realize the full and overpowering truth of God's creation. 
From your f aith in man and God will naturally come hope. Hope for yourself, 
hope for the world, hope for a better life to come. I am not speaking of the 
individual material "better life", but the hope for a better world, aided and 
guided by your generation, in which all that you dislike can be wiped out and the 
new order which you would like to see initiated and perfected. But what always 
has to be remembered is that whenever you seek to change, it must be change 
brought about by introducing something better and something that can be practically 
accomplished, not change which simply destroys without any substitute or by 




History shows us that good and permanent changes develop slowly. Work for the 
betterment of your surroundings but don't destroy them in the process. 
Charity is the most difficult and yet most effective "guiding star" because 
it means concern for others; consideration for others. It means love and peace; 
words whose meanings have become garbled in an age when communications have been 
improved to the extent that we have too much. Love and peace are two words which 
your generation has enshrined. But they demand more than mere physical demon-
stration. They demand sacrifice and giving in the widest sense. And they can 
never be interpreted as avoiding your responsibilities. Unfortunately the 
present state of development of mankind often means disagreeable actions, use of 
force, personal restriction, war, to establish those things that truly peace-
loving and free men hope for. It is love and peace in the long term which are 
hardest to achieve, yet the only ones worth striving for. Don't be sucked in by 
short term improvement. 
Your beautiful University of San Diego is, like so much of life today, going 
through a period of change. It is moving ahead, adapting itself to the needs of 
rapidly changing times. At a time when higher education is undergoing extensive 
and searching self-examination, it is pertinent and rewarding to remember some 
words by that great exponent of University life, Cardinal Newman: "If then a 
practical end must be assigned to a University course, I say it is that of train-
ing good members of society ••• Its end is fitness for the world ••• It does not 
promise a generation of Aristotles or Newtons, of Napoleons or Washingtons, or 
Shakespeares, it is the education which gives a man a clear, conscious view of 
his own opinions and judgements. a truth in developing them, and a force in 
urging them. It shows him how to accommodate himself to others ••• he knows when 
to speak and when to be silent ••• " 
I would like to add, and I suspect Cardinal Newman would agree, that although 
a good educational background gives one the basis to be a contributing member of 
society, it is the actual experience of adult life that tempers this basis and 
develops it into a truly constructive force. 
Your futures lie ahead. Work hard, keep learning, be honest to yourself, 
your family, your fellow men and your God. Accept the challenges of our 
dynamic times and you will find that life will be a wonderful experience. 
Good luck and thank you. 
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